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FISHERY REGULATION PROPOSAL 2021 
TITLE: CHARTER MANAGEMENT MEASURES IN IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 2C AND 3A 

(SECT. 29) 
 

SUBMITTED BY:   
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

NOAA-FISHERIES  
AFFILIATION: NMFS, ALASKA REGION  

USA  

All Regulatory Areas ☐     All Alaska Regulatory Areas ☐     All U.S. Regulatory Areas ☐ 

2A ☐     2B ☐     2C ☒     3A ☒     3B ☐     4A ☐     4B ☐     4C ☐     4D ☐     4E ☐ 
 
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) recommended the following management 
measures for charter Pacific halibut fisheries in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A for application in 
2021, in order to achieve the charter Pacific halibut allocation under the NPFMC Halibut Catch Sharing 
Plan.  These recommended management measures incorporate adjustments for an expected decline in 
charter fishing effort in the 2021 season. 
 
Area 2C 
 
Management measures for all allocations shown below include a daily bag limit of one Pacific halibut, 
combined with a progression of size limits in the following order: 
 

1. If the charter catch limit is 0.650 million pounds or less: a reverse slot limit with an upper limit 
fixed at 80 inches or greater and a lower limit of 44 inches or less.  
 

2. If the charter catch limit is from 0.651 million pounds to 0.786 million pounds: a reverse slot 
limit with  upper length and lower length limits determined from the following table: 
 

Minimum Charter 
Allocation (Mlb) 

Reverse Slot 
Limit (inches) 

0.667 <=45    >=80 
0.681 <=46    >=80 
0.700 <=47    >=80 
0.713 <=48    >=80 
0.735 <=49    >=80 
0.751 <=50    >=80 
0.758 <=50    >=78 
0.759 <=50    >=76 
0.768 <=50    >=74 



IPHC-2021-AM097-PropB1 

Page 2 of 6 

0.786 <=50    >=72 

 
Area 3A  
 
All allocations shown below include management measures with a daily bag limit of two Pacific halibut; 
no annual limit on the number of retained Pacific halibut for charter anglers; Wednesdays closed to 
Pacific halibut retention all year; one trip per Pacific halibut charter vessel per day; and one trip per 
charter Pacific halibut permit (CHP) per day.  
 
1.  If the charter allocation is less than 1.85 Mlb: 

• A daily bag limit of two Pacific halibut, with one Pacific halibut of any size and a maximum 
size limit on the second retained Pacific halibut determined from the following table: 
 

Minimum Charter 
Allocation (Mlb) 

Maximum Size 
Limit (inches) 

1.81 <= 31 
1.78 <= 30 

 
2.  If the charter allocation is greater than or equal to 1.85 Mlb, but less than 1.93Mlb:  

• a daily bag limit of two Pacific halibut, with one Pacific halibut of any size and a maximum 
size limit on the second Pacific halibut of 32 inches;  

 
The NPFMC selected these management measures at its December 2020 meeting, following review of 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) analysis of proposed management measures for 2021, 
and after receiving input from the Charter Halibut Management Committee, which includes stakeholder 
representatives from both IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C and 3A.  The management measures incorporate a 
COVID impact buffer as described in Appendix A-2, on page 59 in the ADFG analysis. Charter Pacific 
halibut removal estimates for 2021 in IPHC Regulatory Area 3A are based on a projected 25 percent 
reduction in fishing effort relative to the status quo (i.e. 2009-2019).  Charter Pacific halibut removal 
estimates for 2021 in IPHC Regulatory Area 2C are based on a projected 35 percent reduction in fishing 
effort relative to the status quo. 
 
The December ADFG analysis is available on the NPFMC website at:  
 

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=623eb128-b772-44c4-9e17-
05bae8cf6919.pdf&fileName=C1%20Charter%20Management%20Options%20Analysis%20.pdf 

The December Charter Halibut Management Committee minutes are provided at Appendix I for 
reference. 

 
The suggested modification to the IPHC Fishery Regulations are provided at Appendix II. 
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APPENDIX I 
Charter Halibut Management Committee Report of 30 November 2020
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APPENDIX II 

Suggested Regulatory Language  

29.  Sport Fishing for Pacific Halibut—IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E 
(1) … 
(2) For guided recreational (sport) fishing (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) in IPHC Regulatory Area 2C: 

(a) No person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain more than one Pacific halibut per 
calendar day. 

(b) No person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain any Pacific halibut that with head on 
is greater than 44 inches (111.8 cm) and less than 80 inches (203.2 cm) [as described above, size limits may be adjusted to meet 
the 2021 Area 2C charter harvest allocation] as measured in a straight line, passing over the pectoral fin from the tip of the lower 
jaw with mouth closed, to the extreme end of the middle of the tail. 

(3) For guided recreational (sport) fishing (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) in IPHC Regulatory Area 3A: 
(a) No person on board a charter vessel (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.65) shall catch and retain more than two Pacific halibut per 

calendar day. 

(b) At least one of the retained Pacific halibut must have a head-on length of no more than 32 inches (71.1 cm) [as described above, 
the size limit may be adjusted, down to a minimum of 30 inches, to meet the 2021 harvest allocation in Area 3A] as measured in 
a straight line, passing over the pectoral fin from the tip of the lower jaw with mouth closed, to the extreme end of the middle of 
the tail. If a person sport fishing on a charter vessel in IPHC Regulatory Area 3A retains only one Pacific halibut in a calendar 
day, that Pacific halibut may be of any length.  

(c)  A “charter halibut permit” (as referred to in 50 CFR 300.67) may only be used for one charter vessel fishing trip in which Pacific 
halibut are caught and retained per calendar day. A charter vessel fishing trip is defined at 50 CFR 300.61 as the time period 
between the first deployment of fishing gear into the water by a charter vessel angler (as defined at 50 CFR 300.61) and the 
offloading of one or more charter vessel anglers or any Pacific halibut from that vessel. For purposes of this trip limit, a charter 
vessel fishing trip ends at 2359 (Alaska local time) on the same calendar day that the fishing trip began, or when any anglers or 
Pacific halibut are offloaded, whichever comes first. 

(d) A charter vessel on which one or more anglers catch and retain Pacific halibut may only make one charter vessel fishing trip per 
calendar day. A charter vessel fishing trip is defined at 50 CFR 300.61 as the time period between the first deployment of fishing 
gear into the water by a charter vessel angler (as defined at 50 CFR 300.61) and the offloading of one or more charter vessel 
anglers or any Pacific halibut from that vessel. For purposes of this trip limit, a charter vessel fishing trip ends at 2359 (Alaska 
local time) on the same calendar day that the fishing trip began, or when any anglers or Pacific halibut are offloaded, whichever 
comes first. 

(e) No person on board a charter vessel may catch and retain Pacific halibut on any Wednesday.  

 
 


